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On Break In

By Laurence Stern .
Washington Post Statf Writer

* Former-
_Richard M. Helms ordered -

 under suspicion.”

r

"CIA Director" ;

. his deputy, 11 days after the
, Watergate break—in, to re- ,':.f .
“ quest that the FBI confine

‘i

“its investigation “to’ person- - *.
_ alities already. arrested or

. The June 28, 1972, memo
to Gen. Vernon A. Walters

i also urged that the FBI be

wequested to “desist from

expandmg this investigation ' ’-

Yinto other areas which may,

'eventually, run afoul of our -

’operations.”

The Helms memorandum'
appears to be in sharp con- -
+fliet with testimony by the’

, former CIA director to.five . °

- congressional

- yestigating the June
* 1972, break-in . and  subse
quent cover-up conspxracy

It emerged, in part,in the.

.,?,/_

committees . .
~and federal prosecutors in-
17,

- recently released’ transcript. *-

of a Senate Armed Services . yaq tpe effect of delaying:

.Committee executive session -
.dealing with the confirma--

- tion of William E. Colby as
CIA director. .

The thrust of testimony
both by Helms and Walters,
as well as other principals
" in the case, has been that
despite heavy White House
" pressure the CIA steadfastly
‘denied that FBI inquiries
into . Watergate  matters
would expose Cla activities,

President Nixon, by his
“own admission and the testi-

“mony of top White House
axdes initially raised this
concern when the FBI was
on the verge of investigat-
?ing the channeling of funds
. through Mexico which estab-
hshed a link between the

_See CIA, A7, Col. 1

o
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HS/HC- 388

I'H elins. Tned ;
To Curb FBI -

Y N

EV-HA Du'ector ,
‘Tried to Limit
FBE on Walergaie

CIA From Al .

H
bxeak -in team and the leon
- re-election committee,

‘Colby, in a series of wrlt

- ten responses to Sen. Sam

. ‘concern’ that mvestigatxons}
. mlght reveal CIA activities:@

. and our belief that. they'

‘sures
"Walters and acting FBI Di-:

~the Mexican

" were unnecessary since CIA

had no involvement thhx
the Watergate incldent. "o

This was precisely thc'

: -‘- concern voiced by top White -

[N

House officials, during the”

" early days of the Watergate
_investigation, in urging that

FBI investigation of «the -

' Watergate “Mexican connec-,
.. tlon” be suspended.

The White House pres-;.
directed at Helms,..

rector L. Patrick Gray III,

investigation -
from June 22 to July 10, -
when the -first FBI inter-.
views were conducted in-
Mexico City. ‘ '
CIA officials declined to.
divulge the fuil memo or’
comment on the apparent-
contradiction between the’
earlier nublic testimony by

" CTA officials and the asser- -

tions'in the Helms memo to
Walters.

Colby, in his writlen ro-
sponses to Nunn's questions,
said that the gist. of the
memo on CIA relationships

. with the FBI in Watergate

matters was first stated by

- Helms at a morning staff

meeting of the CIA on.June
19—two - days after  the.-
. hreak-in, ... O

AT e

‘The memo was first al-
luded to, although without .
speclfxc identification,’ by *
- former Watergate Special :

_Prosecutor Archibald Cox in".

“Nunn (D-Ga.), said that . .
Helms’ memo to Walters: ,
"'was “consxstent with our’

his appearance Monday be- .
fore {(he- Senat: Judiciary !
.Committee; Cox said he had*!
- received a memmandum by :
a “major witness” in the
« Watergate scandal that wis ™
at odds with other tesiimony .4
by that = witness: Hr’al‘sx“

. News Service reporter Pat-

.rick J. Sloyan revealed the }
witfiess to be Helms in a dls- :
, patch Tuesday. i

Rep. Lucien N. Nedu (D- )
" Mich.), chairman of a House !

© Armed Services intélligence .

- subcommittee, - - -

" copy of the full Helms-Wal-.

acl:ndWl-'
edged that he obtained a

ters memo in connection |
with his 12-week' investiga- .
tion of CIA involvement in ;
Watergate. Nedzi insisted, |
however, that the requested
curtaxlment of FBI activities -
was limited to a few CIA op-

_ eratives whose covers Helms ;

feared might be blown by
FBI inquiries in Mexico. B
" Nedzi declined, however, ;

" to divulge the full contems.
_ of the memo. So did staff of- 1
" ficials of the Senate Armed

" Services Committee.

Nedzi’s - subcommittee is::
“sued . a

report -Tuesday :
charging that the CIA had

been ‘duped by top White :
House aides into becoming .
implicated in the Watergate ..

case.

The S¢.ate

former CIA (hrector or any
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Watergate ;
commitiee had the Helms :
memo in its files, but did
not publicly question the: :
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“‘meémorandum for’
! thc record” on the interview’
1 . with Silbert, Colby said he
" .“danced around the room se. -|
. veral times for 10 minutes
:': to try -to avoid becommg

7 ‘other witness about its con-’ In a

tents
- Sen. Lowell P. Wexcker Jr.’
/ (R-Conn.) asked Helms on :
. ‘Aug. 2 at a session of the

n

1Watergate

v ment in Watergate.

.
4

?

a

L

|’

§

¥

i aﬂents.

!

I
iy
l

¢ f

MR RGN,

-“I don't recall ever dis- :
_cussing with Gray,” Helms
- testified, “this question of

= ts (the FBI's) uanvering;.

other CIA operations.”

committee . !
. Whether he had ever told - he Whi d:
:: Gray that there might be i ** g the White House, an

 some form of CIA involve- 4. with a demand “for - the

Nevertheless .Helms did.
phone Gray on June 28, ac--
i cording to Nedzi's' report,-

.and asked that the FBI “not . .
mtelvxew" two CIA active -

Carl
John Coswell.

‘Wagner and- .

: 'Colby’ told . Nunn that a:

check of the FBI's Water-@ .
! igate lends in Mexico “did N

assets. or activities. Having
satisfied ourselves that there
was -no

"
b

’tlgatlon which would reveal

not involve any current CIA *

CIA involvement in-
the Watergate incident, we -
were concerned that a poss1-g
ble'broadening of the inves- -

s

B2

¢ man.

i4
!_
[

.. House meeting on ‘Dec. 15,

\

. specific on this, finally nam-’
wa$ then-pinned by Silbert

namc. at ~which .point the,|
»name’ of ‘the - mdivxdual was -
glven,” =’

The name was Ehnlich
Colby recited his ef-
forts to withhold Ehrlich-
man’s neme in a White |

1972, with Erhlichman and
then White  House * counsel

~ John W. Dean III' in the

“'presence of Helms. .
This was some six months

" after Helrs and Walters re- '

.alized, according to their .
subsequent testimony, that
. Ehrlichman and Dean were |
trying to implicate the CIA
in the Watergate case, -
Colby said he had hoped
~to ‘'withhold Ehrlichman’s } 1
. name from federal prosecu- ‘
“tor Slibert because “there :
‘'was a reluctance to drop

somewhat inflammatory '
.ing * no bearing . on the "names into the kind of at.
Watergate incident ' would ' mosphere that was around
take place ” us at that time » .

“The ‘FBI leads were fo- . U
cused suectfu.ally on Nixon
, “re-election  funds- ‘which".
& were “laundered” through a
¢ Mexico City bank from
¢ Texas contr'butors to the .
safe of the President’s 1972
i.re-election  fund - “raiser; ’
. Maurce H. Stans. The. :
" money was ultimately: :
* traced to the account of con-
- victed Watergate conspxra-
. tor-Bernard Barker.

In the course of the exec-

“ utive hearings Colby also ac- :
knowledged that he sought
.-unsuccessfully to conceal

- from.  former Watergate
- nros2cutor Earl Silbert at-
.an interview on Nov. 27,

'; 1972, -that it was White
Hous" domastic affairs ad-. .
vis2r John- D, Ehrlichman™: $

f Who requesied CIA - assist.
~ance for Howard Hunt Jr. in ‘
July. 1971, in connection .

) with the breakin of the of-’ ;

5, flces - of  Daniel, Ellsbergs ' '

i psvchmlrﬂat.‘ AL

"CIA foreign activities hav-
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